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needing to turnaround yet again. Why, 
among other reasons, because of $5 gas-
oline, the cost of home heating oil, the 
cost of living that is spiraling up much 
faster than the men and women of 
Cleveland have the ability to pay. 

So as we honor Mr. Gallagher, I 
would hope that we also turn our focus 
to the need to deal with these natural 
resources that we now import, the cop-
per we import, the coal that if we don’t 
change we will soon be importing, cer-
tainly the steel mills that have gone to 
Korea; and yes, the half a trillion dol-
lars a year of oil that we are importing 
from countries often hostile to us sim-
ply because we are not willing to open 
up exploration on our 2 billion-plus 
acres of Federal land. 

So I join with my colleague in strong 
support of remembering what made 
America and Cleveland great, and I ask 
that we join together and do that again 
by passing comprehensive land oppor-
tunities for oil so that we too can be 
self-sufficient, as we were when Mr. 
Gallagher came home from World War 
II. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 6150 which asks that we des-
ignate a postal facility in Cleveland 
after Mr. John Gallagher who served 
that city faithfully for over 30 years. 
H.R. 6150, which was introduced by 
Representative DENNIS KUCINICH on 
May 22, 2008, was reported favorably 
from the Oversight Committee on June 
12 by voice vote. 

The measure, which will name a post 
office after a truly humble and dedi-
cated civil servant, has the support and 
sponsorship of the entire Ohio congres-
sional delegation. 

John Gallagher has been described as 
a man who served his country and the 
city of Cleveland with dignity for his 
entire life. At the age of 19, he joined 
the U.S. Army where he fought bravely 
in Europe during World War II. After 
his years of service, he returned to his 
hometown of Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
would work for the city government for 
over 30 years, rising through the ranks 
to become Cleveland’s Superintendent 
of Sidewalks. 

Mr. Gallagher did not regard his com-
mitment to the city of Cleveland as 
anything extraordinary, but that he 
was simply doing his job, that’s all. 
Like many public sector workers in our 
country, Mr. Gallagher devoted his life 
to serving and working on behalf of his 
fellow citizens. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, let us ex-
tend a small token of our appreciation 
for the work of this outstanding gen-
tleman by passing H.R. 6150 which will 
rename the postal facility on Lorain 
Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio, as the John 
P. Gallagher Post Office Building. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I have no 
further speakers at this time, and I 
would inquire of the majority if they 
have any additional speakers. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I have one ad-
ditional comment. 

Mr. ISSA. Then I continue to reserve. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. KUCINICH) for such time as he may 
consume. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, in 
furtherance of describing the kind of 
man that we are honoring here today, 
when the war was over and people went 
back about their business, John Galla-
gher had this idea that he should bring 
together all of his brothers who served 
together under these conditions of 
World War II and to find a way so they 
could reconnect. And so he was in 
charge of organizing this group. And 
for a period of 1963 all of the way 
through the year 2000, a period of 37 un-
broken years, this band of brothers 
came together year after year after 
year under John Gallagher’s leadership 
and organization and renewed not just 
their friendship but their dedication to 
the cause of service to their Nation. 

John Gallagher also participated in a 
very important endeavor where he 
helped to organize his friends from 
across the country from the 1st Engi-
neer Special Brigade to raise the funds 
to erect a monument which was on a 
German pill box on Normandy Beach in 
France with contributions from mem-
bers of the 1st Engineer Special Bri-
gade and under supervision of the bri-
gade commander. 
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And inside the walls were plaques 
bearing the names of the men of the 
unit who died in battle. 

The time comes when this generation 
will fade into memory. But those indi-
viduals who are still alive need to be 
forever reminded of the great gratitude 
that this country has for them, not 
just putting their lives on the line, but 
the youth of their lives on the line, for 
showing a continual love of country, 
for showing love for each other and 
their fellow soldiers. 

I am so proud to be here to ask for 
your support because, in recognizing 
John Gallagher, we recognize all those 
who served who still remain with us for 
serving through their love of country. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself just 1 minute to thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH). I 
think often the famous get post offices 
named after themselves; but I would 
like to comment that the gentleman 
has done a wonderful job, Madam 
Speaker, of making someone less fa-
mous, but equally deserving, the sub-
ject of today and the subject of this 
post office. 

And so once again I’d like to con-
gratulate my colleague, not only on se-
lecting somebody, but on doing a good 
job of making sure that we understood 
just who he was and what he contrib-
uted. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back all of 
my remaining time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, we urge passage of this resolution, 
and yield back the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6150. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

GERALD R. FORD POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6085) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 42222 Rancho Las Palmas 
Drive in Rancho Mirage, California, as 
the ‘‘Gerald R. Ford Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6085 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. GERALD R. FORD POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 42222 
Rancho Las Palmas Drive in Rancho Mirage, 
California, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Gerald R. Ford Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Gerald R. Ford Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
As a member of the House Committee 

on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I join my colleague in the consider-
ation and support of H.R. 6085, which 
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names a postal facility in Rancho Mi-
rage, California, after the late Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford. 

H.R. 6085, which was introduced by 
our colleague, Congresswoman MARY 
BONO MACK of California, on May 20, 
2008, was reported from the Oversight 
Committee on June 12, 2008, by voice 
vote. 

H.R. 6085 is sponsored by 113 Members 
of Congress, including 51 Members from 
the California delegation. This bill be-
fore us does more than just redesignate 
one of our post offices. It provides the 
entire House an opportunity to, once 
again, pay tribute to one of our Na-
tion’s leaders and former Presidents, 
the Honorable Gerald Ford. 

Gerald Ford’s public service career 
began back in 1948 when he was elected 
to represent Michigan’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. From there, the late 
President Ford ended up serving 25 
years in the House of Representatives, 
including 8 years as minority leader of 
the House. 

Forced to assume the office of the 
United States Presidency under what 
he described as extraordinary cir-
cumstances, the late President Gerald 
Ford conducted his presidency with 
honesty and integrity. 

During his years of service to our 
country, President Ford often re-
minded people that he considered him-
self ‘‘a moderate in domestic affairs, a 
conservative in fiscal affairs, and a 
dyed-in-the-wool internationalist in 
foreign affairs.’’ 

With his wife, Elizabeth Ford, by his 
side, on December 26, 2006, President 
Ford succumbed to his death at the age 
of 93, but his mark on our country con-
tinues to live on. 

Madam Speaker, I’d like to thank the 
gentlewoman from California for offer-
ing the bill in support of renaming the 
Rancho Mirage Post Office after the 
late President Gerald Ford and in rec-
ognition of his many contributions to 
America, both while in office and out. 

I urge swift passage of this measure. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I urge the passage 

of H.R. 6058 to designate the U.S. post 
office at 42222 Rancho Las Palmas 
Drive in Rancho Mirage, California, as 
the Gerald R. Ford Post Office Build-
ing. 

Throughout his life, Gerald Ford was 
a patriot and a civil servant. Through-
out his life he had a ‘‘can do’’ attitude, 
whether it was attending the Univer-
sity of Michigan where he played ball 
and was quite an athlete, or upon grad-
uation from the University of Michi-
gan, when he had the opportunity to 
play for the NFL, he declined the offer 
and instead attended the Yale Law 
School where he gained a skill that he 
used the rest of his life. 

He then served 4 years in World War 
II, and, like many people, came home 
from World War II with a ‘‘can do’’ at-
titude, served his district of Michigan 
for 25 years, and as we all know, gave 

up the job of minority leader to become 
the Vice President and almost imme-
diately became the President. 

Gerald Ford, as the 38th President of 
the United States, enjoyed the dubious 
honor of being the only President not 
to have run for President or Vice Presi-
dent. But he didn’t let that stop him. 
He was not an unelected president but, 
rather, he was a President who had a 
mandate to heal the Nation. He was a 
President who had a mandate to deal 
with a post-Vietnam, post-Richard 
Nixon period. He did so not only by 
pardoning Richard Nixon, something 
that undoubtedly cost him his own 
election, but, in fact, he did so recog-
nizing that America’s healing was 
more important than politics. 

Today, as we recognize Gerald Ford, I 
would like to just briefly explain that 
I didn’t know him as President. I didn’t 
get to vote for him, of course, as Presi-
dent. I didn’t meet him until 1996, when 
we were doing the Republican conven-
tion in San Diego, and his son, Jack, 
was the executive director for that. 
And a then aged Gerald Ford came out 
simply to support his son and to sup-
port what we were trying to do in San 
Diego. He came out repeatedly to help 
us, help us in the fund raising, but 
more importantly, help his son who he 
still, at that age, was trying to make 
sure that he went even further than his 
father. 

Gerald Ford was the kind a person 
who stayed focused on basics through-
out his life. One of the basics here in 
America is our need for energy, our 
need for the natural resources to be do-
mestic, not imported. Gerald Ford un-
derstood that. 

During Gerald Ford’s time our debt 
was internally held. We had just come 
off of a balanced budget in 1969 and 
were near a balanced budget for his 
years. And more importantly, the vast 
majority of our oil was, in fact, domes-
tic. 

As a matter of fact, although we did 
have Aramco operating in Saudi Ara-
bia, it was an income stream to the 
United States and the oil, for the most 
part, did not come to America. 

Additionally, the Prudhoe Bay was 
coming on line at that time, and Amer-
ica’s likelihood of getting its oil from 
its own country made more sense. 

Many people do not understand, as 
Gerald Ford certainly would have un-
derstood, that Alaska was larger than 
Saudi Arabia, and that oil reserves 
every bit as plentiful in some areas as 
Saudi Arabia should be gleaned from 
our 50th State. 

So as we honor and remember Gerald 
Ford and name this post office after 
him, let’s also remember the time, not 
too long ago, when Gerald Ford was 
President, and America was self-suffi-
cient. America had not yet fallen into 
the melees that it found itself in just a 
few years later when OPEC turned off 
the oil and America went cold. 

Mrs. BONO MACK. Madam Speaker, I 
would first like to take this opportunity to thank 
Chairman WAXMAN and Ranking Member 

DAVIS for their support of H.R. 6085, which will 
designate a postal facility in Rancho Mirage, 
CA, as the ‘Gerald R. Ford Post Office Build-
ing.’ It is because of their efforts, along with 
those of Subcommittee Chairman DAVIS and 
Ranking Member MARCHANT, that this legisla-
tion was able to move so quickly through the 
Committee and comes before us today. 

Madam Speaker, I recently introduced H.R. 
6085 to honor President Gerald R. Ford and 
pay tribute to his remarkable life and career as 
our 38th President. I am grateful to the more 
than 100 of my Colleagues who have joined 
me in this effort to commemorate President 
Ford’s life by naming a post office located in 
Rancho Mirage, CA, in my District, as the Ger-
ald R. Ford Post Office. 

This is an especially meaningful piece of 
legislation to me and many of the residents of 
our District. As many of my Colleagues may 
know, President Ford and his family resided in 
Rancho Mirage for many years before his 
passing. Naming Ford’s local post office in his 
honor is a tribute to this great man and his 
many accomplishments. 

President Ford and former First Lady, Betty 
Ford, were active members of our local com-
munity, generously contributing to the better-
ment of our residents with their involvement in 
charities and support for the successful Betty 
Ford Center for drug and alcohol rehabilitation. 
President Ford regularly connected with resi-
dents and participated with local leaders. 
Many locals remember him as a friend and pil-
lar of our community. 

President Ford’s many lifetime achieve-
ments included serving our country during 
WWII, rising to the rank of Naval Lieutenant 
Commander, and serving in Congress for 25 
years, eight of which he was the Minority 
Leader in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
As President, he led our citizens during a time 
of war, economic uncertainty, and low moral. 
With his steady direction, he worked to unify 
our nation during a tumultuous time in our na-
tion’s history. 

He was one of our most respected leaders, 
and worked on many fronts to bring together 
our citizens and strengthen our trust in Amer-
ica’s future. Years after his service as Com-
mander-in-Chief, President Ford continued 
serving as a source of wise counsel to leaders 
throughout our nation and the world. President 
Ford was always willing to offer me insight 
and guidance when I came to Congress, and 
I will forever treasure his shared wisdom. 

As a cherished resident of our District, were 
many locals called him a friend, President 
Ford is most deserving of the honor that this 
Gerald R. Ford Post Office will bring him and 
his family. 

I ask that my colleagues, who wish to com-
memorate the legacy of President Ford, join 
me in naming the post office near his resi-
dence after this exemplary American. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and I ask for 
the support of Members from both sides of the 
aisle for H.R. 6085, legislation I am proud to 
have authored. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. We urge passage and 
yield back, Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6085. 
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The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1237) recog-
nizing the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, and ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that history should be re-
garded as a means for understanding 
the past and more effectively facing 
the challenges of the future. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1237 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the Southwestern States, 
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion 
of the Civil War; 

Whereas on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free; 

Whereas African-Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African-Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of 
Juneteenth Independence Day as inspiration 
and encouragement for future generations; 

Whereas for more than 135 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African-American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 
national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the House of Representatives recognizes 

the historical significance of Juneteenth 
Independence Day to the Nation; 

(2) the House of Representatives supports 
the continued celebration of Juneteenth 
Independence Day to provide an opportunity 
for the people of the United States to learn 
more about the past and to better under-
stand the experiences that have shaped the 
Nation; and 

(3) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that— 

(A) history should be regarded as a means 
for understanding the past and more effec-
tively facing the challenges of the future; 
and 

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is 
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, as a member of the 

House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I present for con-
sideration H.R. 1237, which recognizes 
the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, and ex-
presses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that history should be re-
garded as a means for understanding 
the past and more effectively facing 
the challenges of the future. 

H.R. 1237 was introduced on June 4, 
2008, and has over 70 Members of Con-
gress who also support Juneteenth, or 
what many call Freedom Day or Eman-
cipation Day. The measure was consid-
ered and reported from the Oversight 
Committee on June 12, 2008, by voice 
vote, which brings us to today’s floor 
consideration of the measure. 

Most of us are aware, Madam Speak-
er, Juneteenth commemorates the day 
Union General Gordon Granger and 
2,000 Federal troops arrived at the Gal-
veston Island, Texas to take possession 
of the State and enforce the emanci-
pation of its slaves 21⁄2 years after the 
enactment of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. 

On June 19, 1865 General Granger 
read the following Order Number 3: 
‘‘The people of Texas are informed 
that, in accordance with the proclama-
tion from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. This in-
volves an absolute equality of personal 
rights and rights of property between 
former masters and slaves, and the 
connection heretofore existing between 
them becomes that between employer 
and hired laborer. The freedmen are ad-
vised to remain quietly at their present 
homes and work for wages. They are 
informed that they will not be allowed 
to collect at military posts, and that 
they will not be supported in idleness 
either there or elsewhere.’’ 

In receipt of this message, African 
Americans who had been slaves in the 
Southwest celebrated June 19 as the 
anniversary of their emancipation, and 
continued the tradition to inspire and 
encourage future generations. 
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For more than 135 years, Juneteenth 

Independence Day celebrations have 
been held to honor not only the free-
dom of African Americans but also to 
encourage self-development and re-
spect for all cultures. 

Juneteenth has been recognized as ei-
ther a State holiday or observance in 
Texas, Oklahoma, Florida, Delaware, 
Idaho, Alaska, Iowa, California, Wyo-
ming, Missouri, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, Col-
orado, Arkansas, Oregon, Kentucky, 
Michigan, New Mexico, Virginia, Wash-
ington, Tennessee, Massachusetts, and 
North Carolina, as well as the District 
of Columbia. 

The faith and strength of character 
demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all Americans, regard-
less of background, religion, or race. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that we, too, 
show our support for Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day by agreeing to adopt 
H.R. 1237 without reservation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I, too, rise in sup-

port of this resolution. 
Certainly history is replete with ex-

amples like this where well-intended, 
strong statements are made and then 
as much as 2 years passes before the 
event becomes complete. Juneteenth is 
no exception to that. 

More than 2 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, it took 2,000 Fed-
eral soldiers marching into Galveston 
Island in order to free slaves from ser-
vitude. So as we look at what we need 
to do here in Congress today, let us not 
be dissuaded from doing what is right 
because it may take time. Let us not 
be dissuaded from making sure that 
America has its freedom and independ-
ence assured by our own independence 
in all areas, including natural re-
sources. 

I certainly think more than 100 years 
after the Civil War, we can celebrate 
the successes of the Civil War; but we 
also have an obligation to deal with 
problems that might take 4 or 5 years 
of domestic exploration and domestic 
investment in oil and natural gas in 
order to bear fruit. But I would ask 
today that we resolve to begin that 
process because certainly, as we look 
at President Abraham Lincoln who 
knew that the Emancipation Procla-
mation would not immediately free 
slaves but, in fact, would make a 
strong statement that we were resolved 
to do so. 

I would hope today as we pass this 
important piece of legislation, we 
would resolve to make sure that Amer-
ica is independent and free in the years 
to come. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I now 
yield to the gentlewoman from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) for as much time as 
she may consume. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
the distinguished gentleman from New 
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